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The Perlman Music Program/SUNCOAST Presents The

CELEBRATION CONCERT

With Itzhak Perlman and the PMP Orchestra

January 8, 2011( 5 p.m. ( Sarasota Opera House
Experience 35 gifted music students create inspired music under the direction of the celebrated conductor and violinist Itzhak Perlman
(Sarasota, FL) Celebrate the sounds of 35 gifted music students under the direction of world-renowned violinist and conductor Itzhak Perlman at The Perlman Music Program/Suncoast’s (PMP/Suncoast) Celebration Concert, Jan. 8, 2008, 5 p.m., at the Sarasota Opera House, 61 N. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota. Tickets for the concert are $35, $55 and $75, and can be reserved online at www.PerlmanMusicProgramSuncoast.org, in person through the Sarasota Opera House’s box office, or by calling 941-366-8450, Ext 1. Student and teacher rush tickets are available for $10 and offered on a first-come basis an hour before the concert at the Opera House with a valid ID. 

“The Celebration Concert is a rare and remarkable opportunity for audience members to experience a legendary musical talent directing young, profoundly talented musicians,” says Elizabeth Power, executive director of PMP/Suncoast. “It’s a moving celebration of the continuity of classical music—and fascinating to experience the creative process at work.”

The “Perlman and Pearls” gala, immediately following the concert, celebrates the culmination of this inspired program with the Perlmans, their faculty, students, and PMP/Suncoast sponsors. A live auction, hosted by Jimmy Dean, will feature a violin signed by Mr. Perlman and his students. The auction will also feature a week’s stay in Aspen, Colorado. This festive event is chaired by Liz Barzell, Debbie Haspel, and Fran Lambert. 

“For the first time in years, we’re moving from tents in front of the Opera House to Michael’s On East,” says Lambert. “This way we’ll avoid the chill of a January evening—and celebrate in cozy, elegant comfort.” She adds that PMP/Suncoast has already received serious inquiries about the signed violin. “We predict that this will serve as a valuable fundraising element.” Lambert says that this year, as an added benefit, gala attendees will also be invited to a welcome brunch on December 26, sponsored by the Gulf Coast Community Foundation of Venice. “The brunch celebrates the return of the Perlmans to southwest Florida.”
Tickets, which include an invitation to the welcome brunch for the Perlmans on December 26, begin at $500 per person. For information about sponsorship and the Perlman and Pearls gala, please call 941-350-2338.

PMP/Suncoast presents the Sarasota Winter Residency with thanks to a special partnership with University of South Florida, Sarasota-Manatee. The public is invited to attend 17 free events, including orchestra and chorus rehearsals, master classes, and works-in-progress recitals. These events take place in a heated outdoor performance tent, made possible by John and Ellen Cavanaugh of Super-Sensitive Musical String Company, and David Olson, on the grounds of the USF Sarasota-Manatee campus, 8350 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. The general public is invited to pick up free tickets in person at the USF Sarasota-Manatee Rotunda beginning December 1. Advance tickets are available for PMP/Suncoast members and sponsors; more information about membership and sponsorship opportunities can be found at www.PerlmanMusicProgramSuncoast.org.
PMP/Suncoast presents the Sarasota Winter Residency as only one part of a year-round program. This October, as part of PMP/Suncoast’s Education Outreach Program, members of the celebrated Vinca Quartet visited 12 area schools, interacting with nearly 900 students in classroom settings and performing for 1,500 students and teachers in school performances. The four members of the Vinca Quartet, PMP alumni and gifted performing and teaching artists, presented interactive performances and hands-on training for area music students and their teachers. The group will return in early January for the third and final week of this three-week, in-school residency program sponsored and entirely funded by PMP/Suncoast.
For more information about The Perlman Music Program/Suncoast, visit www.PerlmanMusicProgramSuncoast.org or call 941-955-4942. 

ABOUT THE PERLMAN MUSIC PROGRAM/SUNCOAST

The Perlman Music Program/Suncoast was established in June 2008 as an independent non-profit organization with the mission to provide operational stability and funding support for a permanent Sarasota Winter Residency for the Perlman Music Program. Founded by Toby Perlman, and with world-renowned faculty members led by her husband, internationally acclaimed violinist and conductor Itzhak Perlman, The Perlman Music Program augments its six-week summer program in Shelter Island, NY, with a two-week intensive Winter Residency each December in Sarasota, FL. The residency provides valuable enrichment and performance opportunities for the young musicians (ages 12-20) being nurtured in this unique experience, and a rich opportunity for community audiences to experience the magic of musical mentoring through free public events on the University of South Florida Sarasota/Manatee campus. The program culminates with a “Celebration Concert,” featuring Itzhak Perlman directing the international PMP Chamber Orchestra. 

The Perlman Music Program/Suncoast recently expanded its program offerings to serve Sarasota and Manatee county schools by bringing PMP alumni to Southwest Florida during the academic school year for in-school residencies. Under the name of The PMP/S Education Outreach program, PMP alumni serve as teaching and performing artists to support recruitment, training, and inspiration in school orchestra programs and present free recitals for the public in the newly created Performance Series. For more information, visit www.PerlmanMusicProgramSuncoast.org.
ABOUT THE PERLMAN MUSIC PROGRAM 

Since 1994, The Perlman Music Program has been recognized as a world-class program that brings together exceptionally talented young musicians to study in a rigorous, but non-competitive, atmosphere. This program is the realization of Toby Perlman’s long-time dream to offer a nurturing environment to young musicians as a way to help them develop not only musically, but personally—to enrich their talent, build confidence, and strengthen respect for themselves and others. This unique music program combines educational and performance opportunities while fostering the individuality of each student’s talents in support of the development of the whole person. For more than 15 years, The Perlman Music Program has drawn students from all over the world. Students participating in the PMP Sarasota Winter Residency previously participated in a six-week summer Perlman Music Program on Shelter Island in New York, and many have performed in multiple concert appearances. Past residencies have included Israel and China and a variety of concert engagements, including performances for the Kennedy Center Honors, Live from Lincoln Center (TV broadcast), Mostly Mozart Festival at Avery Fisher Hall, Carnegie Hall, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. For more information, visit www. perlmanmusicprogram.org.
Captions: All photos by David Klein, M.D.

· PMP faculty members, staff and students on the USF Sarasota Manatee campus during The Perlman Music Program/Suncoast’s 2010 season; photo by David Klein, M.D. 
· PMP faculty member, Paul Katz (center), performing with student musicians during The Perlman Music Program/Suncoast’s 2010 season; photo by David Klein, M.D. 
· Itzhak Perlman directing the PMP Orchestra during The Perlman Music Program/Suncoast’s 2010 season; photo by David Klein, M.D. 
· Itzhak Perlman directing the PMP Orchestra during The Perlman Music Program/Suncoast’s 2010 season; photo by David Klein, M.D. 
